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The Role of Architecture in Promoting Sustainable Human

Development Towards Healthy and Inclusive Living Environments

Researcher: Ms. Pascal Rayek Yahya

pascalyahea@gmail.com

~

)

Abstract:

The concept of linking sustainable architecture to human health and well-being
has been gaining increasing attention. This is due to the fact that the physical,
psychological, social, and spiritual well-being of individuals is positively influenced

by built spaces that serve as healthy, therapeutic, or healing environments for

users. This paper explores the pivotal role of architecture in promoting the

dimensions of sustainable human development by creating healthy, safe, and

inclusive living environments that address the long—term needs of individuals and

communities.

The research is based on the hypothesis that architecture, as an integral part of
the built environment, has the ability to directly impact quality of life through the

design of spaces that support physical and mental health, social cohesion, and

inclusivity.
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The paper reviews the fundamental principles of sustainable and inclusive
architecture, which are based on environmental sustainability, social inclusion,
and efficient resource use. It also highlights the challenges facing architecture in
this domain, including economic constraints, social and cultural challenges,

climate change, and technical and planning limitations.

The aim of this study is to demonstrate that sustainable and inclusive architecture
represents a vital path toward building healthier, more just, and more sustainable
communities. It emphasizes the importance of investing in this field as a core

component of achieving future human development.

In conclusion, the paper presents practical recommendations and solutions to
enhance architecture's capacity to support human development through improved
funding, community engagement, adoption of sustainable technologies, and

development of technical capacities.

Keywords: Architecture — Human Development — Inclusive Environments —

Sustainability — Healthy Environments — Quality of Life.
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Urban Space: A Study of Its Effects on Social Interaction and\

Psychological Well-being in Urban Communities
Ms. Maya Fayeq Fanous
Masters in Infrastructure and Public Services at the Higher Institute of Regional
Planning, Damascus University

(msy947083@gmail.com)

Ms. Alaa lyad Haraba

Masters in Infrastructure and Public Services at the Higher Institute of Regional

Planning, Damascus University

\ (123alaaharabal 90@gmail.com) /

Abstract:

The world is witnessing rapid development in the field of architecture, often met
with a decline in the quality of social relations and the sense of belonging, as a
result of morphological designs that focus on physical functions and neglect the
human dimension. Public spaces reflect the needs and culture of society and have
always been a place to activate the connection between members of societies,
support the quality of life of residents, raise the level of local culture, and belong to
the physical environment at all levels, starting from the residential group to the

neighborhood and ending with the city. However, by the end of the nineteenth
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century, this connection broke the documentation and interaction between public
branches and society The concept of placemaking emerged to restore this
connection, harnessing urban design and planning to meet people's psychological
and social needs and desires and raising civic confidence in urban communities
(Samra, 2021). This research examines the concept of social space inside and
outside the building, its impact on the psychological and social health of residents,
and its pivotal role in enhancing daily social interaction. It focuses on how to design
and employ public and private spaces in the built environment, from courtyards,
gardens, corridors, and transitional areas outside buildings to internal spaces,
corridors, and lobbies. It also examines the impact of these spaces on human
behavior, in terms of a sense of comfort, belonging, and communication, based on
successful architectural applications in international and Arab contexts. The
research aims to understand the reciprocal relationship between the design of urban
space and its social function, reviewing prominent urban models and proposing
design strategies that focus on the human being as a fundamental axis in city

planning, thus enhancing the quality of urban life

» Keywords: urban vacuum _ artistic reaction — human behavior.
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The Effects of Termination of an Employment Contract under the Saudi

Labor Law

Waseem Hassan Maghrebi

\ )

Abstract:

The employment contract is a mutually binding agreement that grants both parties
the right to negotiate and agree upon its terms, without coercion or imposition by

either side.

This study examines the various modes of termination of employment contracts and
the legal consequences arising therefrom under the provisions of the Saudi Labor
Law. It also evaluates the accuracy of certain employers’ claims that employees
are not entitled to any rights upon contract termination under specific conditions
and addresses the misconception that an employee’s ignorance of these rights

results in their forfeiture.

The researcher concludes that employees retain certain rights that cannot be
waived under the Law, even if they sign a waiver, as such waivers are considered
null and void by express legal provision. Employees possess both rights and

obligations, and the Law ensures the protection of their entitlements.
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In cases of unjust treatment by employers, employees have the right to seek legal
recourse before the competent judicial authorities within twelve months of the date
of termination. Accordingly, employees may pursue their claims, provided the

statute of limitations has not expired.
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The role of digital transformation to achieve sustainable
development: A survey study on some branches of Rafid in Bank

in the city of Baghdad
Dr.. Bilal Jasim Al-Qaysi—Al-Mansour University College
Dr . Saad Ali Rayhan Al-Muhammadi
Commissioner Director of the Fallujah Construction Materials Production

Company

Abstract:

The term "digital transformation" describes the extraordinary upheavals that big data
analytics, cloud computing, artificial intelligence, and the Internet of Things have
brought about in business, society, and organizations. Universities find it difficult to
give all of their numerous users across a variety of digital platforms and
communication channels accurate, current, and comprehensive information about
their most valuable assets. People, research papers, books, dissertations, patents,
training programs, and research projects are among the most valuable assets. The

primary challenges are data diversity and fragmentation: data related to key assets
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is scattered across multiple information silos, data is often duplicated and difficult

to link due to diversity in format, metadata, conventions and terminology used

The study aims to reveal the extent to which the investigated banks have adopted
digital transformation in their work, and to reveal the nature of their relationship with
sustainable development. The descriptive analytical approach was adopted, and
the questionnaire was adopted as a main tool in collecting data. The sample
population was eight branches of the Rafidain Bank in Baghdad, and the sample
number was (110) Individual, the research has found that there is a significant
correlation and influence between digital transformation and sustainable
development. The study recommended working to enhance and develop digital

activities towards sustainable development.

Keywords: digital transformation mechanisms, sustainable development.
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International Financial Institutions and the Constraints on the

Development Capacity of Countries in the Global South

Researcher: Dr. Saif Diaa

" J

Abstract:

This study critically analyzes the often overlooked, hidden dimensions and negative
aspects of the role of international financial institutions and debt regimes as key
mechanisms that reinforce dependency and subjugation in countries of the Global
South. The study demonstrates how these institutions, through their conditional
lending policies, contribute to the entrenchment of patterns of economic domination,
thus hindering the ability of countries of the Global South to formulate and
implement independent development policies, The study also discusses the
problems arising from these unequal relationships and their direct impact on the

implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Keywords: International financial institutions, conditional lending, countries of the

Global South, sustainable development.
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(>*) World Bank: Global Economic Prospects: Development Challenges in a Changing World,
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Religious Identity: Characteristics and Challenges in the Age of

Globalization and Enabling Its Reconstruction

Researcher Jalal Al-Mawla (Denmark)

-

Abstract:

Today, humanity is experiencing rapid changes that impact our daily lives and way
of thinking. These changes are no longer limited to the economy or politics, but
have also extended to values and lifestyles. In our current era, we notice that social
media provides an abundance of information, which sometimes leaves people
feeling confused or disoriented in their understanding of reality. In this context,
religious identity faces numerous challenges, as it is no longer merely a tradition or
social affiliation; it needs to be protected and understood to remain stable in the
face of rapid changes. This makes it imperative for religious institutions to recognize
these challenges so that they can maintain their role in the lives of individuals and
communities. This research addresses religious identity in general, examining how
it can be preserved in the face of contemporary challenges. It explores this issue
in light of the current challenges resulting from the waves of contemporary cultural
invasion represented by social media, which seek to influence the psychological
and value structures of societies in general, in addition to the primary targeting of

religious identity. The contemporary cultural assault, considered a soft colonial tool,
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aims to shape the awareness of individuals in all societies through media,
education, art, and globalization, with the goal of distancing them from their religion,
identity, and history, in accordance with globalization formulas that aim to reshape
societies according to a pre—planned and programmed approach. Among the most
important challenges facing identity are cultural alienation and fascination with the

Western model, followed by attempts to implant new religious concepts to

deliberately distort the image of religions.
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